To  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  Lyme  Regis  Borough  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough  during  the 

year  1913. 

Area. — 1237  acres. 

Population.— This  is  2772  according  to  Census  Returns  of  1911,  and  includes  478  persons  who 
were  on  board  H.M.S.  “  Prince  George  ”  in  the  Bay,  and  a  schooner  in  Harbour  on  the  night  of  the  Census. 
Estimated  to  the  middle  of  1913,  2299. 

Physical  Features. — The  town  is  built  on  the  slopes  of  the  hills  E.  and  W  .  of  the  valley  of  the 
River  Lym,  the  greater  part  being  on  the  western  side. 

Climate.— Mild  and  salubrious.  The  lower  parts  of  the  town  and  Marine  larade  are  well  piotected 
from  N.  winds. 

Report  of  Borough  Observer. — Rainfall  for  the  year,  30  92.  lhat  for  1912  was  41  36. 

Temperature. — The  mean  reading  for  the  year  were:  Dry  Bulb,  53'5 ;  Met  Bulb,  49  9 ;  De\\ 
Point,  46-4;  Min.,  46  3;  Max.,  59  3 ;  Relative  Humidity,  78%;  Relative  Force  of  Aqueous  Vapour,  327 

inches. 

Chief  Occupations. — Cement  Works,  Building  and  lushing. 

Water  Supply. — From  the  greensand  in  hills  N.E.  and  N.W.  of  the  town.  The  spring  on  N.E. 
was  added  to  the  town  supply  in  1896,  and  is  conveyed  in  4-in.  iron  pipes  to  the  Cobb.  The  whole  supply 
is  of  excellent  quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  except  for  some  houses  on  either  side  oUhe  valley  which 
are  situated  above  spring  levels..  The  water  from  the  N.E.  spring  is  somewhat  softer  (o  of  haulness)  than 

the  Colway  Spring,  and  has  a  tendency  to  act  on  iron  pipes.  .  ,  .  ,  ,  .  .  . 

An  analysis  of  the  two  springs  was  made  in  December  by  the  County  Analyst,  and  the  report  stated 

that  there  was  no  evidence  of  contamination.  _  ,  ...  T,  , 

A  new  main  was  laid  in  Bridge  Street  after  widening  was  completed,  also  extension  in  Hill  Road. 

Rivers  and  Streams— The  Lym,  a  small  stream,  flows  from  N.  to  S.  into  the  sea  at  the  bottom 

of  the  town. 

^^Uiidf  ^903  the  drains  and  sewers  of  the  town  discharged  into  River  Lym.  In  that  year 
a  new  system  of  main  drainage  was  carried  out,  which  consisted  of  two  parts,  one  for  the  town  and  the  o  Lei 
for  the  Cobb  district.  The  former,  which  is  much  the  larger,  consists  of  three  lengths  or  sections. 
Commencing  at  the  outfall  on  the  beach  to  E.  of  town  near  low  water  mark,  the  first  section  consists  of  lb- 
in  cast  iron  pipes  and  extends  for  some  450  yards  to  the  mouth  of  River  Lym  :  there  is  a  tidal  flap  at  the 
outfall  end  and  3  iron  inspection  chambers.  The  second  section,  which  is  laid  in  the  bed  of  River  Lym, 
extends  for  some  415  yards  up  the  river  to  Gosling’s  Bridge,  and  is  formed  by  12-in  iron  pipes  :  this  section 
hal  l  1  ventilating  shafts  and  10  iron  inspection  chambers.  The  third  section  extends  from  Gosling  s  bridge 
W MaSrSto  foJt  bridge  at  Jericho,  and  is  formed  by  9-in.  stone  ware  pipes  In  1906  this  sewer  was 
extended  U>  the  higher  end  o£  Windsor  Terrace,  the  new  part  was  also  formed  of  9-in.  stone  ware  pipe* 
Beino-  near  the  river  the  whole  sewer  can  be  flushed  by  water  thereriom.  ,  ,  w  f 

That  part  which  drains  the  Cobb  district  discharges  at  low-water  mark  on  the  beach  to  the  W.  of  the 
Harbour  1  It  consists  of  12-in.  iron  pipes,  and  extends  to  Life-boat  House,  and  here  divides  into  two 
branches,  ole  going  on  the  beach  and  the  other  along  the  Marine  Parade  to  the  hedge  between  Cliff  House 
nnrl  the  Lanmnoor  Gardens.  12-in.  ware  pipes  form  the  branch  on  the  Parade.  .  . 

TheoldSstone  drains  are  frequently  giving  trouble  by  being  choked.  New  sewers  have  been  laid  m 
View  Road  and  land  adjoining  to  take  sewerage  from  house  in  Silver  Street  between  Nag  s  Head  and  Hil 
Road  and  seventeen  new  house  drains  have  been  made,  ware  pipes  was  used  in  all  cases-Cliff  House  1, 
Broad  Street  2,  Silver  Street  8,  Millgreen  3,  Parade  3. 


Closet  Accommodation. — The  general  type  of  closet  is  the  W.C.  During  the  inspection  of 
some  280  cottages  only  about  a  dozen  were  noted  whose  W.C.  did  not  discharge  into  the  sewer  but  into  a 
cess  pool  :  these  were  on  the  outskirts  of  town  beyond  the  sewers. 

Of  the  280  cottages  inspected,  225  were  fitted  with  flush  tanks,  and  those  which  were  not  so  supplied 
were  situated  in  the  garden  or  outside  of  cottage. 

Scavenging. — This  is  done  by  Corporation  carts  and  men  three  times  weekly  in  the  town  and  once 
in  outside  districts,  the  refuse  is  deposited  in  a  field  near  the  edge  of  the  cliffs  about  half  a  mile  to  the  E. 
of  the  town.  There  are  no  houses  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  this  tipping  ground. 

There  is  no  destructor. 

Sanitary  inspector’s  Statement.— Number  of  inspections,  185;  Informal  notices,  12; 
Statutory  notices,  45.  All  notices  have  been  complied  with. 

Premises  Controlled  by  Bye-iaws. — The  Common  Lodging-house,  which  is  always  found  ill 
excellent  order. 

There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  nor  offensive  trades. 

Schools. — There  are  two  buildings,  one  for  Boys  and  Girls,  built  1893,  and  another  for  Infants. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  both  buildings  is  excellent,  the  urinals  and  closets  being  fitted  with  automatic 
flushing  apparatus.  The  town  water  is  supplied  to  the  schools. 

Milk  Supply. — This  is  very  good  and  wholesome,  and  delivered  into  the  town  twice  daily.  About 
half  the  supply  comes  from  adjoining  village  of  Uplyme. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  8  Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers  on  the  Register,  and  7  cow¬ 
sheds  in  the  town.  There  are  no  milkshops  in  the  district,  the  bulk  of  the  milk  is  retailed  directly  from 
milking  places.  A  new  cowshed  has  been  erected  on  Col.  Henley’s  property  in  Church  Street,  by  the 
tenant,  Mr.  M.  Gale. 

Bake-houses. — There  are  four  in  the  town,  which  are  well  kept.  There  is  now  no  underground 
bake-house. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  three  slaughter-houses  are  all  licensed  and  registered.  They  are  all 
well  kept,  but  two  are  situated  too  near  dwelling-houses. 

Food  Inspection. — Nothing  is  done  under  this  heading. 

Food  &  Drugs  Act. — Four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  for  analysis,  and  all  found 
genuine. 

Housing. — During  the  year  8  workmen’s  cottages  were  built  by  the  Council  adjoining  the  12  which 
were  finished  in  1912  ;  they  are  all  occupied.  The  building  of  these  20  cottages  has  met  the  demand 
for  workmen’s  dwellings  which  previously  existed. 

Overcrowding  is  remedied,  although  this  was  never  excessive,  for  during  the  inspection  of  280 
cottages  only  five  cases  were  discovered. 

In  addition  to  the  new  cottages  built  by  the  Council,  one  has  been  re-built  in  Church  Street,  and  some 
eight  houses  of  a  larger  type  by  private  owners. 

There  are  at  present  no  Building  Bye-laws,  but  the  Council  have  the  matter  under  consideration. 

The  7  cottages  in  Denning’s  Court,  for  which  closing  orders  were  served  on  owner  in  1912,  have  been 
demolished,  and  the  2  in  Coombe  Street  are  about  to  be  repaired. 

The  inspections  during  the  year  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  numbered  77.  38  cottages 
were  found  defective.  The  defects  were defective  roof,  12  ;  defective  drainage,  14 ;  defective  W.C., 
4  ;  dirty,  4  ;  overcrowding,  1.  The  defects  have  all  been  remedied.  None  were  found  unfit  for  habitation, 
consequently  no  closing  orders  were  issued. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces. — There  are  three  factories  and  nine  workshops  in  the  town.  All 
were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition  whenever  inspected.  Increased  closet  accommodation  has  been 
supplied  at  the  Cement  Works  and  Steam  Laundry.  No  overcrowding  was  discovered.  No  home  work  is 
done  from  any  factory  or  workshop. 
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Sanitary  Administration— M.O.H.  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Borough  Surveyor. 

Local  and  Adoptive  Acts. — Public  Health  Amendment  Acts,  1890,  1907. 

f 

Clinical  Work.— This  is  done  by  the  County  Analyst. 

Bacteriological  Work.— The  Council  provides  free  examination  of  specimens  for  poor  patients. 
One  for  a  suspected  case  of  diptheria  in  December,  by  Clinical  Research  Association.  Negative  result. 

Infectious  Diseases. — In  August,  measles  became  a  notifiable  disease  under  the  Infectious 
Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889.  There  were  13  notifications,  viz. : — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2;  Erysip¬ 
elas,  2  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  2  ;  and  Measles,  7.  One  case  of  Scarlet  was  reported  in  February,  and  the  other  in 
November,  the  children  were  isolated  in  their  homes,  both  recovered,  and  the  disease  did  not  spread. 

In  March  a  case  of  Measles  occured  in  the  town,  the  child  of  a  visitor  who  had  come  from  London,  and 
during  the  next  two  months  there  were  a  large  number  of  cases.  Although  several  children  were  very  ill 
with  lung  complications,  Measles  caused  no  deaths. 

During  August  and  first  week  in  September,  seven  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  after  which  date  the 
malady  died  out.  The  Schools  were  closed  from  May  26th  until  June  16th,  on  account  of  the  disease,  and 
before  the  children  re-assembled,  the  three  School  rooms  were  fumigated  with  Formalin. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Two  unfurnished  rooms  are  retained  at  the  Cobb  buildings  for  the  reception 
of  any  infectious  cases  coming  into  the  town  by  sea,  e.g..  plague  or  cholera.  They  have  never  been 
required. 

Tuberculosis. — Two  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  yegir,  and  seven  cases 
in  1912.  This  disease  caused  one  death. 

Prevention  Of  Infantile  Mortality. — In  October  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  was 
adopted,  to  come  into  working  January  1st,  1914. 

Vital  Statistics. — Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1913 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  inhabitants) 

General  Death  Rate  „  „ 

Nett  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Zymotic  „  „  „  „ 

Infantile  Mortality,  deaths  under  1  year  per 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SPURR, 

M.O.H. 


2299. 

16-5. 

10. 

117. 

0-8. 

1000  births  27. 

535. 


February  19th,  1914. 
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